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We agree for the information we send you to be passed on to colleagues within the UK Health Departments and/or published in a summary of responses to this consultation.

Please indicate all the countries to which your comments relate: UK-wide

We are responding: 
- as a group of health or social care professionals (see Appendix 1 for the list of names)
- on behalf of an organisation (Polish Psychologists’ Club) 




If you are responding as a health or social care professional, please supply the following details: 

Profession:         


PSYCHOLOGISTS



Country of qualification : 
Other EEA – Poland



Area of work: 

As we represent a number of individuals, their areas of work vary: NHS, Social Care, Private Health, Voluntary, Professional Body, Education, Local Authority and other.

If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please supply the following details: Voluntary / Professional Body.



Consultation Questions

Practitioner Psychologists

Q1. 
Do you agree that practitioner psychologists should be statutorily regulated?

Agree

(X)

Comments

	We certainly agree that there is a need to provide regulations for the psychological profession to ensure the highest professional standards of services and for the protection of the public. If our profession is properly regulated, we will be able to continue developing our qualifications, further our careers and provide service to the public in the UK, including also, but not solely, the Polish community which is fast becoming an increasingly integral part of the community in the UK.

However, the present draft version of the statutory regulation causes us serious concerns. We consider ourselves Practitioner Psychologists, but our practice does not seem to be covered by the current wording of the draft version. We express our opinion on behalf of the Polish Psychologists’ Club but we are aware that other EEA professionals may have similar problems with the recognition of their qualifications in the UK.

If only the seven outlined domains were to be regulated this would means that a large proportion of our members and other psychologists trained outside the UK would not be covered by those regulations. Consequently, being unable to use the adjectival titles would subsequently deem our professional practice a criminal offence.

Let us state that the route of training/ psychology training in Poland differs from the British one, whilst meeting all EU requirements for higher education. Training in Psychology in Poland lasts 5 years (combining typical BSc and MSc programme) and at the end we obtain Master’s Degree in Psychology. In most Polish universities undergraduate and postgraduate training levels have been combined together and there is no option to graduate partly after three years. There is no further training required to work independently as a psychologist. 

However, in the UK our 5-year Polish-based training in Psychology is only recognised by the BPS as an undergraduate/first degree. At the same time in Poland, our 5-year training in Psychology can be compared to studying medicine: doctors study medicine for 6 years, and there is no option for them to study initially for three years and then for another three. For psychologists it is the same – after we complete 5 years studies, we are considered fully trained psychologists. 

Many PPC members have been working as qualified psychologists in Poland and having come to the UK continue to provide psychological services in a range of both public, private and voluntary sector organisations. Apart from their employment activities where they work with the wider public in the UK, they also carry out voluntary work specifically with Polish people as part of the outreach community projects coordinated by the Polish Psychologists’ Club. Many members of the PPC have also been undertaking additional professional development to improve their skills and competencies. When the statutory regulation is introduced, we would like to continue providing psychological services and furthering our careers in this field, rather than change our occupation due to difficulties with recognition of our qualifications.

When the statutory regulation is finally introduced, it should be clear who can claim to be a psychologist by outlining professional competencies. Therefore, we would like the regulation to be worded in a way that covers all practising psychologists, including those with overseas qualifications rather than narrowing it down to 7 occupational titles, which are suited to the educational route in the UK and less so in the rest of EU.
The EEA directive 2005/36/EC entitles us to work in our profession and use our professional title of ‘psychologist’. The UK law should not be therefore against those agreements.



Q2. 
Do you agree that psychologists and teachers working exclusively in the furtherance of psychological knowledge should not be statutorily regulated as practitioner psychologists?

Agree

(X)

Comments

	If the regulation includes only practitioners as defined in 3.2, we do agree with that question.

However, in our opinion the current definition,  which only allows defining practitioner psychologists through the 7 domains, does not cover all practitioner psychologists, including psychologists with overseas qualifications. Therefore, this definition is reductive as it presents only the possibility of defining oneself through one of the 7 strands.

Moreover, there are researchers who provide service to the public, but in narrower area that seven specified in the draft version.



Q3. 
Do you agree that others who deliver psychological therapies should not be dealt with in this Order but should be statutorily regulated in a future Order when standards appropriate to their roles have been agreed?

Disagree
(X)

Comments

	Looking at how practitioner psychologists are defined in the draft regulation – solely through the 7 domains – psychologists with overseas qualifications who do not fit in into any of the domains, can be viewed as ‘others who deliver psychological therapies’.

We, the Polish-trained psychologists, perceive ourselves as Practitioner Psychologists we would like these regulations to be inclusive and applicable to our practice and training. As practicing psychologists we would like to be regulated; however, if the title ‘practitioner psychologists’, as defined in point 3.2, refers only to the seven domains of psychological practice, it may exclude professionals whose expertise is broader/cross-domain or whose training cannot be easily mapped against the 7 domains. This would then mean that those people cannot be considered as practitioner psychologists. We would therefore like the statutory regulation to include those with similar training to ours who nonetheless deliver high quality psychological services to the public. 
We believe that all specialists delivering psychological therapies should be regulated at the same time to avoid confusion and to protect the public from those without proper training who may use other non-regulated titles. 




Q4. 
Do you agree that all seven domains should be statutorily regulated by HPC? If not, which domains should not?

Disagree
(X)

Comments

	We do agree that those who provide service within the seven domains should be statutorily regulated, but we also would like to stress that there are other domains that are not included in the proposed legislation e.g. neuropsychologists. Additionally, the current wording of legislation does not refer to practitioner psychologists with EU backgrounds, who do not use adjectival titles. 

Psychologists with EU roots of training are specialists in their own right because of their experience, expertise and professional development derived from different countries. We do not suggest that such specialists should remain unregulated. We suggest that there should be general/ core occupational standards required for all psychologists irrespective of the area of psychology. Although we do not use adjectival titles and our BA/BSc and MA/MSc training combine into one, we possess very similar if not the same qualifications. It is unacceptable if only because of the differences in designation and method of training we may be excluded from regulation and psychological services provided by us will be considered as criminal offence.




Q5
Do you agree with the descriptions of the seven domains in Annex B? If not, what alterations would you recommend?

Unsure
(X)

Comments

	Having regard to our basic disagreement with the regulation of only 7 adjectival titles, we prefer not to express our opinion as to whether the definitions of seven domains are appropriate. 

Should the regulation cover only those 7 adjectival titles, this would criminalise Polish-trained Practitioner Psychologists and prevent a large existing and future cohort of Polish psychologists from offering professional psychological services across communities in the UK.

In Poland, only Clinical Psychology is a domain which has regulated distinguished postgraduate (by postgraduate we consider training undertaken after completing an MA/MSC level qualification) training in Poland. Therefore, we believe that straightforward/narrow comparisons between qualifications in different countries do not assist in assessing whether professionals who possess them have met adequate professional standards and in face of differing programmes. As a result of such comparison, non-UK qualifications may put otherwise well qualified and experienced psychologists in a disadvantageous position by forcing them to undertake training which in fact they already completed in their country of origin.

In Appendix 2 we have outlined the route to obtaining MA/MSC level qualifications in Poland.  




Q6. 
Do you agree that holders of BPS practising certificates who do not meet the full range of competences for one of the seven domains of psychology practice should be eligible for HPC registration and continuing practice only if they demonstrate they meet HPC standards for safe and effective practice, undergoing additional training if necessary?

Agree

(X) provided ‘additional training’ does not mean undertaking qualifications we already possess 

Comments

	We strongly believe there should be an additional adjectival title considered under the current regulations; that of “General Applied Psychologist”. This title would take into account routes of training as a psychologist different from the UK that has already been professionally sanctioned within other European countries, including Poland.

What we disagree with here is again the narrow definition of practicing psychologists who must be defined within the 7 domains. We believe that those who do not fulfil those 7 narrowly defined conditions but are already fully trained European practitioner psychologists should be allowed to register their practice and continue to provide psychological service without committing an offence in the UK. They should also be statutorily regulated and therefore would need to be added to the register without necessarily undergoing additional training but possibly under a different title i.e. ‘general applied psychologist’.

As we are committed to continuing professional development, the above statement does not mean we would not be actively seeking to further our professional qualifications / undergoing additional training. The CPD is also core to the Polish psychological standards, but what we object to is potentially suggesting that to register/practice in the UK Polish psychologists would have to complete a UK-based postgraduate degree, despite already holding equivalent postgraduate qualifications from their country of origin. The potential threat of retraining of fully qualified Polish psychologist could also be construed as prejudicial towards foreign professionals in light of the EU law. 
The social effects would also be far reaching in actively discouraging many Poles from this area of work and therefore limit the number of Polish speaking psychologists who are providing invaluable services to the Polish community, which continues to grow in the UK. This would have an adverse effect on the public, which would bring negative outcomes to the intention of this statutory regulation.



Q7.
Do you agree that standards to protect the public should cover conduct, competences and education and training?

Agree

(X), but not as specified

Comments

	We fully agree that psychologists should be trained to the highest professional standards and should continue to improve their competences throughout their professional lives in order to adequately protect the public.

We are of the opinion that the threshold level should be set appropriately to allow all the practitioners to be regulated. However we would like to argue that Doctorate Level as the basic threshold level for registration would be too high. We wish to argue that Polish trained psychologists are adequately trained for the jobs they undertake. In fact, as mentioned previously, our MA level studies are currently being recognised by the BPS as first degree (undergraduate), despite the fact they last 5 years and combine BSc and MSc qualifications (please see Appendix 2 for the comparison of programmes). It seems that Polish professionals to be recognized at D level would have to undertake the same level of training again in order to gain qualifications they already possess. 

Setting threshold level at the D level may create considerable obstacles for most if not all, European trained Psychologists wishing to practise in the UK. The societal consequences of this have already been described above (Q6)

We also wish to recommend that there should be a classification of specialists, with qualifications higher than required for the threshold level to distinguish high level specialists.




Q8. 
Do you agree that practitioner psychologists should need to have at least three years’ undergraduate education in psychology accredited by the BPS for the Graduate Basis for Registration plus three years or equivalent postgraduate education and training?

Agree
(X) provided our training is recognised as equivalent

Comments

	We agree with the statement above as long as relevant processes and procedures are put in place to recognise non-UK psychology postgraduate education and training as equivalent.

It takes five years to become a fully qualified psychologist in Poland. Upon completion of the third year students are required to choose one of the paths in which they will be specialising. Due to differences in how the points/studying hours are calculated, direct comparison is difficult, however it is clear that psychologists who graduated in Poland have completed not less but more modules/hours than UK MSc graduates and the programmes remain largely similar in terms of the modules the studies consist of.

Please see Appendix 2 for comparison between sample UK and Polish psychology programmes.



Q9. 
Do you agree that partnership working between HPC, the profession and the public is the right way to design standards of proficiency for this profession?

Agree

(X)

Comments

	We welcome the opportunity to express our opinion and take an active part in that discussion. This legislation will construct basis for other similar professions, so the more constructive dialogue is undertaken, the better for the future. There is no better way than dialogue between the regulatory body, the profession and the public. We see the input from the Polish Psychologists’ Club as valuable during this consultation as it presents the views of many overseas psychologists and therefore future applicants to the HPC register. 




Q10. 
Do you agree that standards of proficiency, education and training should be derived from competences necessary for safe and effective practice? 

Agree

(X)

Comments

	We agree that standards of proficiency, education and training should be derived from the competences rather than level of academic award. Because of the differences in academic training, it is more acceptable to verify if one possesses particular competences rather than a specific academic title. This would be highly suitable for those professionals with an overseas background as those we are representing.




Q11. 
Do you agree that the regulator should have discretion as to how it obtains professional expertise to carry out professional education accreditation?

Unsure
( X )

Comments

	Although it is understandable that the regulator should be independent in making all decisions, the HPC should co-operate with the profession, especially soon after arranging statutory regulation. We welcome the idea of ‘a duty to co-operate’.



Q12. 
Do you agree that some academic and research psychologists should be allowed to use protected titles without committing an offence?

Disagree
(X)

Comments

	Although we do understand the interest of academic and research psychologist to use the protected title, we believe that it would be against other suggested definitions (which specify that practicing psychologists are in fact practicing psychologists rather than academic, who could potentially use other titles, such as Lecturer/Researcher/Professor in Psychology). However, it is another example of the issues which may arise when only seven domains are regulated. Therefore, it is worth suggesting that the statutory regulation should cover all professionals with psychological background not just these seven domains.




Q13. 
Do you agree with the proposed protected titles? If not, what others would you suggest?

Disagree
(X)

Comments:

	We do not agree with the proposed protected titles, as they are associated with training defined only by and in one of the seven domains of psychology, specifically applicable to the UK. This does not make adequate provision for the European trained psychologists who according to the EU 2005/36/EC Directive are entitled to use the title ‘Psychologist’.

Therefore, we suggest that title ‘Psychologist’ or ‘General Applied Psychologist’ should be made available for people with overseas qualifications. It will allow recognition of our qualifications and give us an opportunity to lawfully provide psychological services without being unfairly criminalised for “falsely” claiming to possess professional qualifications.



Appendix 1

List of Polish Psychologists’ Club members, who are psychology graduates, on whose behalf we have prepared the above response:

Anna Alberska

Magdalena Bogdan

Marika Bońkowska

Anna Bystra

Iza Chałubińska

Katarzyna Czapkiewicz

Paulina Dąbrowska

Agnieszka Danielak

Monika Dudziak 

Malgorzata Dworska

Agata
Dzieciolowska 

Joanna Dziubińska

Karolina Fronczak

Ewa Gabryel

Barbara Gieniusz

Iza Glegoła

Marta
Głowacka

Aneta
Górecka

Renata Górska

Kamila Hortyńska

Beata
Jachym - Bujoczek

Monika Jakubowska

Joanna Jankowska

Michaela Jarosińska

Justyna Jaszewska

Magdalena Jędraszczyk

Anna Jurek

Dorota Kędra

Seweryna Klementowska

Sylwia Kot

Kinga
Krukurka

Małgorzata Kukulska

Ewa Kurij-Wasilewska

Elzbieta Lewandowska

Marian Łasak
Magdalena Łaczkowska

Agnieszka Lenton

Monika Leska

Katarzyna Łuńska

Agnieszka Major

Anna Mazurek

Małgorzata Marciniak

Ewa Markowska

Justyna Mello 

Marta
Michalak

Malgorzata Mierzynska

Luiza Misiura

Katarzyna Murawiecka

Przemyslaw Nieruchalski

Katarzyna Nitkiewicz

Izabela Nowak

Malgorzata Paliszewska

Ewa Paszkiewicz

Izabela Piasecka

Katarzyna Piwowarczyk

Karolina Regula

Klaudia Richter

Anna Sierzputowska

Maria Sikorska

Anna Skrzypek

Cecylia Sosnowska

Joanna Stokłosa (Krotofil)

Iwona
Wąsacz

Monika Wasilewska 

Michał
 Wasilewski

Joanna Wendel

Bogumiła Wesołowska

Małgorzata Wójcik

Magdalena Wujek

Elżbieta Gontarczyk
 

Katarzyna Stefanicka

Halina Brunning


Appendix 2

Comparison of programmes of British and Polish psychology studies

It takes five years to become a fully qualified psychologist in Poland. Upon completion of the third year students are required to choose one of the paths in which they will be specialising. The options available for students vary at universities, but the main options available at every university are:  
· Clinical psychology of an adult

· Clinical psychology of a child and an adolescent

· Occupational/Business psychology 

· Health Psychology

· Educational psychology 

· Forensic Psychology

· Psychology of marketing and advertising

Students are also required to complete a work placement (experiential learning).  Upon completion of all the modules, writing and presenting master thesis a graduate obtains a Master’s Diploma in Psychology, however without the chosen specialisation outlined. The path can be identified based on the modules, number of hours and experiential learning (work placement) completed.  

“Psychological knowledge can be used to design research programmes, to plan and conduct programmes of psychological interventions and counselling in various areas of life (individual and social).” (Brzezinska A., Brzezinski J., Eliasz A. (ed.). (2000). Standardy kształcenia psychologów, page 10). “The profession of a psychologist includes offering psychological service, in particular psychological diagnosis, psychoeducation, counselling and other forms of psychological assistance, together with issuing psychological certificates and opinions. (…) A psychologist conducting scientific research in the area of psychology and education is also regarded as the working in the psychological profession.” (Legal Act (Draft), On the profession of Psychologist and Professional Council).
Core psychological competencies

As defined by Psychological Sciences Committee at Polish Academy of Science, “Core psychological competencies” that enable one to work as a psychologist include:

· Theoretical and empirical knowledge in General Psychology (Cognitive Psychology, Emotions and Motivations, Personality Psychology, Individual differences), Social Psychology and Developmental Psychology.

· Training in Psychological Research Methods, Statistics, Psychometrics and Psychological Diagnosis.

· General knowledge of Philosophy and Logic, Sociology, Biological Foundations of Behaviour, Abnormal Psychology.

· Psychological skills to work in the area of counselling, crisis intervention, prophylaxis and intervention in areas of antisocial behaviour, negotiation, mediation, marketing research, recruitment and learning and development. (source: Rada Główna Szkolnictwa Wyższego (1999). Minimalne wymagania programowe na studiach magisterskich. Kierunek: psychologia. Załącznik do Uchwały MEN nr 583/99 z 28.10.1999r.)

Comparison of sample programmes

	UK


	Poland



	BSc Psychology 
Thames Valley University
	MA in Psychology

University of Wroclaw

Years 1-3

	Year 1,2 – modules
	Hours (typically approx. 50h per module)
	Year 1,2,3 – modules


	Hours

	The Work of Psychologist


	
	Introduction to Psychology
	60

	Learning and Cognition

Cognitive Psychology


	
	General Psychology (210 hrs total):

· Cognition, Learning, Memory

· Thinking, Making Decisions

· Emotions and Motivations

· Personality


	45

45

60

60

	Social and Developmental Psychology

Developmental Psychology
	
	Psychology of Human Development 


	120

	Social Psychology


	
	Social Psychology


	120

	Individual Differences


	
	Psychology of Individual Differences


	60

	Brain and Behaviour


	
	Physiology and anatomy 

Genetics


	30

30

	Research Methods in Psychology


	
	Research Methods in Psychology


	45

	History and Context of Psychology


	
	History of Psychology
	30

	
	
	Training of Interpersonal Communication

Introduction to Philosophy

Introduction to Psychological Diagnostics

Diagnostic Methods (120 hrs total):

· Interview 

· Projection Tests and Diagnosis of Organic Dysfunction 

· Intelligence Scales

· Personality Inventories

Research methods: psychometric testing

Psychiatry

Research Methods: Statistics 

Logic

English


	30

30

15

30

30

30

30

30

30

75

30

60

	
	
	Psychological options module (total 315 hrs in three years)

Sample subjects:

· Non-verbal communication with (Observation)

· Psychological Aspects of Aggression and Defiance 

· Education

· Psychological Portraits 

· Selected Issues of Disability 

· Dealing with Alcohol Addiction 

· Play In Psychotherapy 

· Understanding Self and Others 

· Psychology of Family


	315

	Year 3 – subjects 


	Hours
	
	

	4 optional modules from the following:

Theories of Counselling Psychology

Work and Occupational Psychology

Heath Psychology

Psychology of Crime

Psychology of Language

Psychology of Mental Heath

Introduction to Cognitive Neuropsychology

Stereotyping and Prejudice

Violent Relationships

Philosophy of Psychology
	Typically 50h per module = approx 200h
	
	

	Dissertation – an independent research Project


	not provided
	
	

	Experiential learning – short work placement


	not provided
	
	


	MSc Occupational and Organisational Psychology 
	MA in Psychology

University of Wroclaw



	Subjects 
	Hours
	Year 4,5 – subjects


	Hours

	Occupational and Organisational Psychology subjects 


	360 in total 
	Chosen specialisation one of the following module groups (total 570 hrs):

· Clinical Psychology of  an Adult

· Clinical psychology of a child and an adolescent

· Occupational psychology 

· Educational psychology 

· Health Psychology

· Marketing Psychology

· Business Psychology
	360

	Research Methods and Statistics 


	
	M.A. dissertation seminar

Master thesis as a final independent research project in a chosen psychology area (typically spread over 2 years)


	180

	Professional Practice


	
	Research methods: Academic Research Writing


	15

	
	Optional psychological modules


	60

	
	Work Placement 1 month, full time


	Approx. 160


